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2017 RULES 

 
 
 THE ZOOM MINIER SCIENCE REPORTERS CHALLENGE 
 
Your team can win a $1,000 grand prize by shooting a 2-to-3-minute science report video on the importance of mining 
and minerals in everyday life. Get creative and explore one of the five suggested themes. You can use a video recorder 
or any other device that can produce acceptable quality video files, like a camera, iPod, iPad, or smartphone. 
 
The winning short films will be chosen according to specific criteria such as originality, content value, and overall 
audiovisual quality. The selection criteria are fully described in the “Jury and selection criteria” subsection. 
 
 PROJECTS CAN EXPLORE 1 OF 5 THEMES 

 
1. The mining industry and sustainable development 
2. One industry, over 80 different trades! 
3. Minerals and technology 
4. Minerals and means of transportation in the 21st century 
5. Minerals and sports 

 
 ELIGIBILITY 
 
The Zoom Minier Science Reporters Challenge is open to all high school students and students enrolled in high school 
classes in Québec. 
 
 
 WHAT ARE THE PRIZES? 

 
New for 2017! Participants will be divided into two categories based on academic level. Video reports from students in 
years 1 to 3 will be in one category, and reports from students in years 4 and 5 will be in the other category. 
 
First 
In addition to acquiring knowledge that will last a lifetime, you could win one of the following cash prizes: 
 
Secondary years 1 to 3 
1st prize $1,000 
2nd prize $750 
3rd prize $500 

Secondary years 4 and 5 
1st prize $1,000 
2nd prize $750 
3rd prize $500 

 
Teams placing 4th and 5th in each category will get honorable mentions on our online platforms and be awarded 
$100 in cash. 
 
Second 
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You could also win the People’s Choice award. One team will be chosen by popular vote online. Be ready to act fast, 
because the polls will open at 8:00 a.m. on Monday, April 24 and close at 11:59 p.m. on Friday, April 28. Your friends 
and family can vote for your short film at www.zoomminier.com in the “Videos” section of the 2017 edition. 
 
The winning short will be announced online at www.zoomminier.com at noon on Monday, May 1. The organizing 
committee will contact the winning team by phone between May 1 and 3, 2017. Members of the team winning this 
award will each receive a surprise gift and be invited to attend the activities weekend. 
  
 
Third 
The winner, runner-up, and second runner-up in each category and the winner of the People’s Choice award will be 
invited to spend a weekend in Québec City (transportation and accommodations included) to attend an awards 
ceremony on May 13, 2017. We’re also planning all sorts of fun science activities! 
 
 
Important! 
To receive their prize, a winning team must be represented by at least one (1) of its members at the awards ceremony 
weekend in Québec City on May 12 to 14, 2017. If no member of the winning team can attend, their prize will be 
awarded to the team with the next highest number of points. 
 
 
 HOW TO ENTER 

 
Projects must be carried out by teams of two or three members. All prizes will be divided among team members.  
 
 
Important!  
For teams of two (2), both members will be invited to attend the weekend of activities. Teams of three (3) will have to 
choose two (2) members to represent their team during the weekend of activities and attend the awards ceremony. 
  
  

http://www.zoomminier.com/
http://www.zoomminier.com/
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 DESCRIPTION OF SUGGESTED THEMES 
 
1. The mining industry and sustainable development 
Explain what mining companies do to assure Quebecers that their province’s natural resources are mined responsibly. 
Show positive actions taken by mining companies using concrete examples of sustainable development. Examples 
may include environmental initiatives (e.g., addressing pollution, restoring former mining sites) and technological 
innovation. They may also illustrate company involvement in communities near mines (e.g., construction, 
landscaping). 
 
 
2. One industry, over 80 different trades! 
Browse through the trade information sheets on Explorelesmines.com and present one or more trades that caught 
your attention. Describe the duties and responsibilities of a worker in this trade. What level of training (professional, 
college, or university) is required? Explain why training is important for workers and for mining companies. What are 
the qualities of an ideal candidate? 
 
 
3. Minerals and technology 
Have you ever wondered how iPods, TVs, and touchscreens are made? What raw materials are taken out of the ground 
to make these gadgets? Are these materials mined in Québec? If so, where are the mines located? Explain why these 
minerals are used to manufacture tech we use every day. Give concrete examples of how minerals are used in factories 
around the world. 
 
 
4. Minerals and means of transportation in the 21st century 
Give concrete examples of how minerals are used to manufacture different means of transportation, such as cars, 
planes, trains, and even bicycles. Illustrate the importance of certain minerals in manufacturing fuels or new ways of 
powering vehicles, like electricity. Demonstrate the link between how transportation evolved in the last century and 
the technological innovations in the mining industry that made that progress possible. 
 
 
5. Minerals and sports 
Graphite hockey sticks and ultralight skate blades are just two examples of how minerals can play a key role in 
creating new equipment to enhance athletic performance. Show other examples of how minerals are used in your 
favorite sport. 
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 JURY AND SELECTION CRITERIA 
 
A jury completely independent from the schools and participants will judge the productions based on the following 
criteria: 
 
 Treatment of topic 

(e.g., plain language, critical thinking, scientific approach, objectivity, persuasiveness)  
/10 points 

 Content value 
(e.g., relevance, clarity, accuracy, citations, credibility, truthfulness) 

/10 points 
 Audio/visual quality 

/10 points 
 Originality 

/10 points 
 General impression 

The jury can award up to 5 points based on their general impression of the project. 
/5 points 

 Respect for chosen theme 
/5 points 

 
 
 WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
 
Challenge etiquette 
Be aware that any video with hateful or offensive content will be disqualified. You must show objectivity, critical 
thinking, and judgement in your creative and scientific process. Don’t make statements of which you are not certain or 
for which you have no evidence. 
 
Please note that the videos of any participants caught breaking the rules or cheating during the competition or the 
People’s Choice voting period will be disqualified, even if their team earns a prize in any other category. You must 
share this information with your friends and family members, who must also abide by the rules. Their behavior could 
affect your eligibility for the challenge. 
 
Remember that the maximum length (including credits) is 3 minutes and the minimum length is 2 minutes. If your 
video does not meet these requirements (i.e., if it is longer or shorter), it will be disqualified from the challenge. 
 
However, a 10-second leeway is granted. In other words, shorts that do not meet the actual time requirements but still 
fit within the allocated leeway will not be automatically disqualified from the competition. However, a 5-point penalty 
will be deducted from their overall score. 
 
Copyright 
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From the moment you submit your short to the Zoom Minier Science Reporters Challenge, Comité sectoriel de main-
d’œuvre de l’industrie des mines (CSMO Mines) and Institut national des mines du Québec (INMQ) automatically 
obtain the right to use your production and distribute it on their Web platforms and during their activities. 
 
If you use images from the Internet, you must either get permission to use them or choose images free of copyright. 
You are responsible for the content of your work, and CSMO Mines will not be liable for any third-party claims of 
plagiarism. 
 
 
Registration 
First, fill out the registration form in the “Registration” section. Starting on March 27, 2017, you will be able to upload 
your video file under the “Submit your video” section. On the form, you must identify the theme you chose 
and provide a short, catchy title for your video. 
 

• Registration opens at 8:00 a.m. on January 1, 2017. 

• Sign up by 11:59 p.m. on March 26, 2017. 

• Upload your short by 11:59 p.m. on April 23, 2017. Videos submitted after that date will not be eligible for the 
challenge. 

 
Announcement of winners and awards ceremony 
The list of winners will be announced at noon on Monday, May 1, 2017, and posted throughout the social network and 
website of CSMO Mines and on www.zoomminier.com. CSMO Mines will contact the winners by phone between April 
27 and 30, 2017. For more information, contact Audrey Saint-Pierre by phone at 418-653-9254, ext. 225 or by email at 
astpierre@explorelesmines.com. 
 
 
Important! 
The weekend of activities and the awards ceremony will take place May 12 to 14, 2017. Winners and their chaperones 
will be met at the hotel on Friday, May 12, 2017, at 6:00 p.m. All information regarding this weekend of activities will 
be provided by CSMO Mines. Please note that a winning team that cannot be represented by at least one (1) of its 
members during this weekend will be ineligible to receive their award. The prize will be awarded to the team with the 
next highest number of points. 
  

http://www.zoomminier.com/
mailto:astpierre@explorelesmines.com
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Important! 
During this weekend of activities, every winning team must be accompanied by a parent, guardian, or teacher (one 
chaperone per team), who will also take part in the activities and attend the awards ceremony (transportation and 
accommodations included). 
 
 
Accepted video formats 
 

• MP4 and MOV: generally compatible with video codecs h264 and mpeg4, and the AAC audio codec 
• AVI: many cameras generate this format (usually, the video codec is MJPEG, and the audio file is PCM) 
• WMV 
• FLV: Adobe-FLV1 video codec 

 
For more information, please contact astpierre@csmomines.qc.ca. 
 
Important! 
If your submitted video is improperly formatted, your team will have to reformat and resubmit it by the deadline of 
11:59 p.m. on April 23, 2017. If your team submits a reformatted version of your video after that deadline, you will not 
be eligible for the competition, even if your initial, improperly formatted video was submitted by 11:59 p.m. on April 
23, 2017. Don’t wait till the last minute to submit your video! 
 
 
 IMPORTANT DATES 

Start of entry period: January 1, 2017 
Entry deadline: March 26, 2017 
Video submission deadline: April 23, 2017 
Awards ceremony: May 13, 2017 

 
 

mailto:astpierre@csmomines.qc.ca
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